
TOOLKIT FOR BC TRAILS DAY
EVENT ORGANIZERS



Welcome to the second annual BC Trails Day on June 4, 2022!

It's commonly known that the COVID-19 pandemic has negatively impacted the health of
British Columbians of all ages, with many of us moving less and struggling with social
isolation, stress and anxiety. During this time, the outdoors has taken on a heightened
importance as a place we go to help us stay healthy in mind, body, and community spirit.

To help give back to the trails and outdoor spaces that continue to give us so much, BC
Trails Day provides an opportunity to get communities involved (either in-person or
virtually) in celebrating and protecting BC's trails through recreational opportunities, trail
stewardship projects or educational events.

We hope you will find the ideas and resources in this event host toolkit useful in
organizing BC Trails Day events for your community. 

WELCOME
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The health and safety of BC Trails Day hosts, volunteers, and participants is our top
priority. We ask all event hosts and participants to follow the most up-to-date orders
and guidelines from the BC Provincial Health Officer and local governments. If it's
not feasible to organize an in-person event, then consider hosting a virtual event. 

We also ask that permission is obtained from the landowner or land manager where
the event is taking place.
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Part of the international celebration of Trails Day on the first Saturday of June each year,
BC Trails Day is dedicated to celebrating and caring for BC’s trail system, educating
about responsible recreation and helping more British Columbians enjoy trails and
outdoor spaces.

Who can organize a BC Trails Day event?
Anyone can organize a BC Trails Day event. We encourage outdoor groups and
communities to plan COVID-safe events all across the province. You may also consider
partnering up with other groups, organizations or businesses in your community to make
it a bigger event and to be able to reach a larger audience. Organizers are encouraged to
register their BC Trails Day event with the Outdoor Recreation Council of BC (ORCBC),
and in return, we will help you promote it and can also offer various resources. To get
added to the ORCBC's email list, sign up here.

What counts as a BC Trails Day event?
Outdoor groups and communities are encouraged to host local events, ranging from
recreational opportunities, trail stewardship projects or virtual events. 

WHAT IS BC TRAILS DAY?
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Trail or park clean-ups and improvements
Educational events
Activities that engage youth in recreation activities or stewardship
Guided activities for new trail users
Small group hikes, paddles or rides
Bird or wildlife watching trips

Here are some of the ways that you and your group can participate in BC Trails Day.
 
Group activities
Group activities can be organized where possible and allowed. 

 
Virtual activities
If you aren't able to organize an in-person event but want to still connect with your
community, consider hosting a virtual event such as a webinar or presentation. Good
topics include backcountry safety, Leave No Trace or Tread Lightly principles, or host a
film screening or guide book launch.  

Individual activities
As an alternative to organized gatherings and small events, individuals are invited to
participate in outdoor recreation activities in their community with their core bubbles or
individually. A great way to give back to trails is to encourage individuals to pick up litter
while they're out on the trails. See our website for more suggestions.

Social media contest
We'll be hosting a social media photo contest that all are welcome to participate in. Each
entry includes a chance to win one of three prizes from Valhalla Pure Outfitters,
Patagonia Vancouver and Fjallraven Vancouver. See the BC Trails Day promotional
toolkit for more info about the contest, and how to share with your followers, supporters
and attendees.

If you are already planning a related activity, consider listing it as a BC Trails Day event
on the ORCBC's events calendar. 
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Stewardship and trail clean-up events: These events may still be possible as long as
participant numbers are limited to the provincial recommendations, stay 6 feet apart
(wear a face mask when physical distancing is difficult), and don’t share equipment. 
Fundraise for a new trail or outdoor recreation project: Use BC Trails Day as an
opportunity to do some crowdfunding for a project that will benefit the community.
Virtual race or challenge: Organize an outdoor challenge such as inviting your
community members to spend 20 minutes each day the week leading up to BC Trails
Day doing any outdoor activity and offer a prize draw.
Virtual treasure hunts: Treasure hunts are always a hit with families with young
children. Create a local checklist and have attendees spend the day taking photos or
sketch the objects they have found. 
Virtual or drive-in film screenings: Host a virtual film screening and send out a link to
an outdoor adventure film to watch in their own homes. The Banff Centre offers a
virtual world film festival for a small fee.
Virtual presentations: Host a live Zoom presentation on topics such as trail etiquette,
backcountry safety, or Leave No Trace and Tread Lightly principles. 
Guided activities: if space allows, invite individuals who are new to an outdoor activity
and teach them how to participate. This is a great way to provide a welcoming
opportunity for someone to join the outdoor community.

The pandemic has forced us all to adjust the way we live and interact as a community.
The following ideas consider the safety of others while creating an engaging event for
your community. Ensure you always follow the latest health and safety recommendations
from the BC Centre for Disease Control, which includes measures to keep group sizes
small and manageable, maintaining physical distancing and proper hygiene.

COVID-19 friendly event ideas

EVENTS DURING COVID-19
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Proper planning is essential to hosting a successful event. The first thing you need to do is
to decide what you’re trying to achieve and how you can do this, all while taking COVID-
19 precautions into consideration. 

Choose the right type of event 
Are you aiming for an event that has a focus on raising awareness, does it involve an
outdoor recreation activity or a hands-on stewardship event? Determine who your target
audience is and the approximate age range of attendees, experience levels and abilities.
As a host, you should carefully consider the needs of the attendees including information,
signage, refreshments, washrooms, parking and equipment.  

Choose a location
Access to trails and facilities (bathrooms, parking lots, etc.) vary based on location and
land manager. Guidelines and regulations change frequently, so check with the site you
plan to use. Recreation Sites and Trails BC, BC Parks and local governments' COVID-19
pages provide additional information.

Find resources for your event
If your event requires you to purchase or rent tools, services, refreshments or a venue,
you may need to secure some funding. Local businesses, community foundations or
banks can often help with in-kind donations, cash or grants. 

Build your team
Your event team might cover a variety of roles including speakers, sponsors, volunteers,
an event manager/coordinator or a committee. Training and clear roles for volunteers is
vital to keep your event running smoothly.

Promote your event
Getting the word out about your event well in advance is key to a good turnout. List your
event on our BC Trails Day events calendar, and see page 7 for more resources.  

Health and safety
Any event will come with its own unique risks. In addition to taking precautions around
COVID-19, as a host, you have a responsibility to help ensure the safety of your
attendees, staff and volunteers. 

Accessibility
Consider how you can make your event inclusive and accessible for people of all ages
and abilities. Here is a checklist of questions you might like to consider in your planning.

EVENT PLANNING
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Promoting your BC Trails Day event is key to helping your community find out about it.
While event promotion doesn't have to be complicated, it takes planning to ensure
information about your event reaches potential attendees and encourages people to
attend.

We've created a BC Trails Day promotional toolkit with social media graphics and post
examples that you can use to engage with your members and followers. Simply choose
the examples that work best for you, and feel free to highlight your organization's voice
when posting to social media. You know your audience best! Also included is an email
template to send to your members and any other interested attendees.

The promotional toolkit continues to be updated with additional content. Be sure to re-visit
the document as new pieces are shared and for more content ideas on how you can
share your BC Trails Day event or encourage your followers to celebrate on their own. 

EVENT PROMOTION

7

Photo by Allan Edwin, Marine Trails BC 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1al14dwtZVPwma_p7Nu0BcXrBkyRpny9TGfj2HyBNWPE/edit?usp=sharing


Please join the ORCBC's newsletter list so we can send you more information about
resources available to BC Trails Day organizers, including funding opportunities and event
materials. To subscribe, click here. 

ORCBC offers a limited number of small grants of up to $500 each to help groups
organize BC Trails Day events. The funds can help pay for a variety of expenses including
tools, supplies, equipment rental and materials. If there are more grant requests than
funding available, preference is given to ORCBC members and initiatives that make the
outdoors accessible to everyone, including Indigenous people, people of colour and
people with diverse abilities. Learn more and apply here.

As a reminder, promotional resources are available here. If you have any special
requests, please feel free to get in touch with our team by emailing info@orcbc.ca and we
will do our best to assist.

 We'll send an email out to all registered event hosts after BC Trails Day with a link to a
brief survey. Your feedback is very important to us as it helps grow BC Trails Day across
the province and informs us on how we can best support you when planning events in the
future. If you're not on our email list, send a note to info@orcbc.ca to let us know how your
event went and please share a few event pictures with us. 
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RESOURCES
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We hope you find the tips and ideas in this toolkit useful and look forward to seeing the
exciting events that you come up with. If you have any questions, send a note to
info@orcbc.ca. We wish you the best of luck with your BC Trails Day event!

THANK YOU
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